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On the new record From Acid to Zen BigBang founder and frontman ¯ystein Greni sings of movement and escapism.  From
being a ÒHurricane Boy,Ó to catching a mythical ÒWild BirdÓ to watching Òa train speeding by another non-stop townÓ this
band is clearly about transitions.   And yet the title From Acid to Zen came from a surprisingly specific place, ÒI went to pick
up a Rickenbacker bass for ¯yvind from this old psychedelic rock dude,Ó explains Greni.  ÒHe was in his 50s and the place
was full of old Pink Floyd posters, Buddhas and the smell of incense.  Turns out, the man was selling the bass for his son who
was looking to pick up a little cash for some graduation partying.  On my way home [the song] "From Acid to Zen and Back
Again" just came to me.  I guess it«s about the baby boomers or some of themÉÓ

Greni was born into a musical family in Oslo, Norway.  His father Thor S. Greni was a member of The Undertaker's Circus, a
soul band that toured with the New Yardbirds (the embryonic Led Zeppelin) in the late '60s.  Young ¯ystein was deeply
influenced not only by his father's work and the music of other Norwegian bands, but also the deep grooves of Cream, the
guitar wizardry of Jimi Hendrix and the honest harmonies of The Band and Buffalo Springfield.

As a teenager, Greni developed a passion for skateboarding and along with that lifestyle, fell into the punk scene, driven on
by the urgings of Dead Kennedys, HŸsker DŸ, Dinosaur Jr and Fugazi. On the verge of turning pro, Greni was grounded by
an accident that shattered his knee. After several operations, months of recuperation, and facing the fact that he would never
be able to skate professionally, Greni turned to music for solace. He formed the power trio BigBang, appointing himself lead
vocalist, guitarist and main songwriter.

"It started out as something to do since I couldn't skate anymore," Greni relates. "But, people really liked our music and told
us that we really needed to play shows and make an album.  So we did."

One of BigBangÕs strongest assets is their exhilarating live show.  After it felt like the major labels had passed them by, a
speaker-shattering live show at By:Larm, ScandinaviaÕs largest music conference,  earned them a contract with Warner
International.

The band's three Warner Norway albums spawned a number of commercial hits inlcuding ÒGirl In Oslo,Ó and all debuted at
#1 on the Norwegian charts.  The live album, Radio Radio TV Sleep became the biggest selling live album in Norway's
history.

With the backing of a major label and an exponentially growing fan base responding enthusiastically to their modern twist on
classic-style rock infused with skate-punk energy, BigBang became one of Scandinavia's most successful live bands. From
that point on, they regularly played up to 25 festivals per year with audiences of 20,000 or more. At the 2007 Roskilde
Festival, BigBang shared the main stage with The Flaming Lips, The Who and The Red Hot Chili Peppers. 2007 saw the
band on tour the UK with The Raconteurs.

BigBang is: ̄ ystein Greni (vocals/guitar), Olaf Olsen (drums/backing vocals) and ¯yvind Storli Hoel (bass/backing vocals)

The bandÕs discography of full-length records include: Waxed (1996, Grand Sport/Warner Norway),   Electric Psalmbook
(1999, Sport/Warner Norway), Clouds Rolling By (2000, Warner Norway),Frontside Rock ÔnÕ Roll (2002, Warner Norway)
Radio Radio TV Sleep (live, 2003, Warner Norway), Poetic Terrorism (2005, Grand Sport), Too Much Yang (2007, Grand
Sport)


